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food, and animals.    In its early history the Expedi-
tionary Force had experienced no great trouble in
obtaining adequate and punctual provision of these
needs; but as the year 1916 merged into its successor
difficulties began to accumulate.   The greater distance
of the front from Cairo and the increased strength of
the Army brought about further calls upon Egypt at
a moment when sources of supply in that country
showed signs of exhaustion.    Very shortly the Civil
Administration, which   had undertaken   to   provide
labour, would be confronted with the fact that recruits
were not coming forward in sufficient number to meet
the military requirements.   Trouble in connexion with
other supplies, also, was gathering, and only in the
close co-operation existing between the Army and the
Civil Administration was there promise for the future.
This  co-operation was  an  important factor  in  the
situation.    So long as the seat of military authority
remained in Cairo, the Egyptian Government could
rely upon receiving early news of successive military
developments, and upon opportunities of conferring
daily with the responsible heads of Army services.   The
move of General Head-quarters into Palestine put an
end to this intimate relationship.   Military plans and
information were no longer communicated  to  the
Civil Administration,  and the Commander-in-Chief
and his senior staff officers rarely visited Cairo.   The
Expeditionary Force also  had  undergone complete
reorganization, existing formations being broken up,
and new ones taking their places.   First Echelon with
lines of communication extended now from the battle
area to the Suez Canal;  second Echelon, with Head-
quarters in Cairo, garrisoned Egypt; and third Echelon
was in Alexandria.    Heavy responsibilities fell upon
second Echelon.   It had a dual duty to perform :   to
provide the fighting line with supplies, and to maintain
order in Egypt.   Nominally, the base of the Expedi-